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Head of School
Jodi Grass

“...I can still hear the wind 
making its way through the 
trees, the chirping of even 
the tiniest of birds, and 
the soft echo of children 
laughing.” 

When was the last time you walked 

in the Lost Meadow, sat quietly 

in the Oak Grove or taken a stroll up 

over the saddle? Our students and 

teachers do regularly. In many ways the 

expansiveness of our campus mirrors the 

openness and discovery reflective in the 

school’s emphasis on the space within. 

The campus has nearly one acre per 

student. Often, I walk through campus 

during the busiest time of the school day, 

the campus full with teachers, students, 

staff and parents, and yet I can still hear 

the wind making its way through the trees, 

the chirping of even the tiniest of birds, 

and the soft echo of children laughing.
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Inspired by the natural beauty of our campus, during 
the 2018-19 academic year, we looked more closely 
at the role of the physical learning environment, both 
inside and outside the classroom.  Krishnamurti 
was clear about the physical features to be shared 
by all schools—large campuses of great natural 
beauty; a friendly, caring relationship between 
teacher and student; simple, wholesome vegetarian 
diet; austere but comfortable common spaces, 
classrooms and offices; well-equipped libraries and 
laboratories; and a small teacher-student ratio with 
highly qualified and motivated teachers. 

Krishnamurti talked about creating order around 
the children, in all aspects of their lives. He spoke 
about how physical order leads to psychological 
order. He said the children must be surrounded 
by beauty both natural and what they make with 
their hands. Part of this is an emphasis on simplicity 
and exactness both on the physical as well as the 
psychological levels. When the learning environment 
is woven together with the curriculum it has shown 
us both in theory and practice students are better 
able to attend to social interaction, problem 
solving, dramatic play, conflict and its resolution, 
and communication. Part of the work for educators 
is to strive to create a space that supports the 
interaction and engagement of the children with 
their environment. Krishnamurti said the ‘having a 
lot of materials does not necessarily enhance the 
learning opportunities for a child. Learning materials 
often encumber the child with things to manipulate 
rather than to learn from.’ 

As a result of this inquiry into our learning 
environments many adjustments have been made 
to our campus. We de-cluttered throughout. We 
added windows and glass doors where there 
were none, adding beautiful views and more 
natural light. Many teachers replaced color plastic 
with materials made of natural woven materials, 
wood and fabric. We created additional intentional 
outdoor learning spaces by adding benches, tables 

and chairs in various places around campus. We 
removed equipment and decorations that were 
blocking windows. Teachers and staff collaborated 
to strategize ways to create more seamless 
connections between the outdoors and indoors by 
unblocking windows where possible and upgrading 
the air and heat throughout campus to a more quiet 
and efficient system.   
  

“Do you ever go out for a walk 
by yourself? It is very important 
to go out alone, to sit under a 
tree-not with a book, not with 
a companion, but by yourself-
and observe the falling of a leaf, 
hear the lapping of the water, 
the fishermen’s song, watch the 
flight of a bird, and of your own 
thoughts as they chase each 
other across the space of your 
mind. If you are able to be alone 
and watch these things, then you 
will discover extraordinary riches 
which no government can tax, no 
human agency can corrupt, and 
which can never be destroyed.” 

- Krishnamurti, This Matter of Culture, p 89

Students, staff and parents have filled this Annual 
Report with reflections of their own about the 2017-
18 academic year.

Please enjoy! 

Jodi
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Under the smoke in front the roaring wave of the brush-

fire; I thought of the smaller lives that were caught.

- from Fire on the Hills, by Robison Jeffers

The chaos and uncertainty brought by the devastating Thomas Fire and the subsequent floods and 
slides touched us deeply and, in some ways, shaped our experience of the 2017-18 school year. 
The fires moved through Ojai and Ventura rather quickly, but the hazardous air quality and endless 
regenerating blankets of ash continued for weeks and weeks. The losses of property, beloved pets 
and wildlife is permanent. 

In the aftermath of such unexpected events, our students, staff and families came together to 
offer shelter to those in need, collected money and clothing for displaced families and began 
collaborating with other groups in Ojai on efforts to restore the charred local forest and meadows. 

Just one month after the fire, our students of all ages began gathering acorns from the indigenous 
oaks around campus to administer water tests to determine their viability, move usable acorns 
quickly to soil beds to begin for propagation. The seedlings would be cared for and grown for later 
planting in the burn areas. 

Oak Grove staff, students, parents and community volunteers build propagation tables, planted 
additional native seeds, and set up irrigation to initiate growth. This project is likely to take years to 
complete (see community service, page XX).

Challenges can offer us insight, stretch our comfort zone, expand our capacity to learn.  

Tuesday morning, December 4,  2017, with Santa Paula, Ventura, Upper Ojai, and Sulfer Mountain ablaze,  

the slow-motion wave of smoke and ash barrelled over the Ojai Valley. 



The rain brought fresh air, giant rainbows, and concern for all in the burn area, especially our neighbors to the north in Montecito, 

where entire neighborhoods were destroyed and lives were lost.  No doubt, deeply effected by fire, smoke, and evacuation, a few 

Geckos take in one of Mother Nature’s most uplifting phenomenon. 
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Oak Grove School
Board Chair
Leone Webster

“The school has become my 
school as much as it was for 
my children.”

I have spent 32 years involved with the Oak Grove 
School. I first encountered the school in the mid-
1970’s while attending one of Krishnamurti’s talks. I 
was single and living in Los Angeles. Every year in 
May, I would come up to Ojai to hear him speak in 
the Oak Grove. While I was wandering around the 
campus, I had this very powerful feeling that I would 
send my future children to that magical place. The 
beauty of the campus and the overall feeling was 
something I had rarely felt.

I met my husband Guy, in 1979, and we decid-
ed to move from LA to Ojai. When the children 
arrived, I was so excited to be able to fulfill my 
dream of sending them to Oak Grove School. 
Through the years I became involved in parent 
volunteer opportunities and eventually became 
Chair of the Oak Grove School Board, which is a 
position I occupy today.

The school has become my school as much as it 
was for my children. It became a place where the 
deep relationships, thoughtful interactions; the 
openness and care for the developing child was 
both inspiring and healing from my own very differ-
ent prep school education.

I am so grateful to Krishnamurti for his phi-
losophy and vision in building the Oak Grove 
School for us all. I continue to be inspired by the 
commitment of the teachers and staff and the 
healthy state of the school. Our school is thriv-
ing with healthy waiting lists in most classes. It 
is at a most vibrant and beautiful state these 
days and I am so honored to have spent these 
32 years both nurturing and being nurtured by 
this amazing community.

Leone

by Sydney Robertson, Director of Residential Life and High School Registrar 

In 1911, in his book  At the Feet of the Master, Krishnamurti wrote about love,  “In daily life this means two things; first, 
that you shall be careful to do no hurt to any living thing; second, that you shall always be watch-
ing for an opportunity to help.”  Service is, or at least can be, an expression of love of others and of community.  This is 
something we experience daily at Oak Grove. 

In the wake of the Thomas Fire, Oak Grove School offered service to our community in a number of ways. We were the host for 
Besant Hill School when they had to evacuate the first night.  Adults and students worked together to help our guests get settled in 
the Student Center and attend to the needs of the students, staff, and pets that came to our campus. This was the first step on our 
year-long path to help our community heal.
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Our next step was to grow plants to help restore our scarred hillsides. 
Working with staff from the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy and the 
Green Schools Alliance, Oak Grove embraced this project throughout 
the winter.  The beauty of this service was that it brought the whole 
community together--students, parents, staff, and community organiz-
ers worked on the projects. First, the Early Childhood and elementary 
students collected acorns, which were then soaked and put in flats to 
help the germination process. The Parent Council provided funds to buy 
the materials needed to build propagation tables and frames to protect 
the seedlings. Parents shared tools, knowledge, and time to help the 
secondary school build tables, mix soil, plant acorns and seeds, and 
set up irrigation.  

On a cool day in February more than 70 people joined together to help 
our community rebuild and regrow. Secondary school students hauled 

lumber and set up assembly lines to build tables. Others worked to-
gether to move and mix over a ton of materials to create the proper 
mixture of soil to grow seedlings. The Early Childhood students 
helped move soil in wagons and adults showed students how to 
use electric drills and staple guns. One of the benefits of this proj-
ect is that we can continue to grow plants for the Conservancy and 
help them with their ongoing efforts to replant our natural environ-
ment.  As of now,  there are more than 100 oak tree seedlings, and 
dozens of flats of purple needle grass and buckwheat have been 
replanted in gallon pots, ready to be transferred in the  fall. 

Students have also taken the call to service as a way to connect 
with other schools in the valley. Working with Brittany Parish, this 
year high school students joined with students from The Thacher 
School and Besant Hill School to form the Green Schools Student 

Collective. Their first action was to organize a 5k fundraiser, held 
on our campus in April, to support the Ojai Valley Land Conser-
vancy Hillside Restoration project. They raised over $4,500, which 
will help the OVLC do the crucial work of replacing trees, bushes, 
and grasses. The plan of the Collective is to make the run an 
annual event, benefiting a different organization each year. The 
Green Schools Student Collective will also work on local water-
shed restoration projects and other environmental issues in our 
community.

The Run for the Hills event also inspired other campus groups 
to raise money to benefit families who had been affected by 
the fire. The Cat Club raised money to help animals be reunited 
with their owners and the Economics class raised money for the 
Greater Goods’ fund for Thomas Fire survivors. Several students 
are already making plans to improve what they did so they can 
raise more money next year.

There are numerous ways to help others, to connect ourselves 
to one another and to the larger community. We find the helpers 
and join them, expressing our love in the process.

Top Left Green School Alliance Regional Coordinator and Ojai Valley Green Coalition Executive Director Tod Cossairt and Sydney meet with students and faculty 

Bottom Left: Junior high and elementary students collect acorns Right: Acorn germination

Top Left Building propogation tables Left: Oak tree seedlings  

Bottom: Green Schools Student Collective 5k fundraiser raised over $4,500
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INCOMING FAMILY THE PULPATIS
One of my most memorable experiences growing up 

in India was that my twin sister and I would travel 

to Chennai during the warm days and cool nights in 

December. It was something we waited for 

eagerly as we would get to stay at 

the beautiful 250 acre land of the 

Theosophical Society in Adyar 

wherein my family would 

attend the international 

convention that happens 

every year. Each year the 

convention has a theme 

where theosophists and 

avid learners of various 

disciplines would converge 

to hear lectures and have 

wonderful discussions. For us 

as children, we would be in this 

wonderful environment of learning but 

mostly focused on play and I had no idea that it 

was subconsciously having a great impact on my 

inner child. A theme from the convention has stayed 

with me over the years, “where YOU are, love is not” 

and I didn’t understand the impact it would have on 

me in my adult life. 

When we came to Oak Grove to explore the school 

and community, Surya (my son, 11 at that time) and 

myself were resistant as we did not want to leave our 

lovely home, community, friends in the Bay Area. 

My husband convinced us to explore the 

school and then to decide if we wanted 

to uproot our lives from the known 

and jump headlong into the 

unknown. We met with Andy, 

who embodies many wonderful 

things of the Oak Grove teacher 

culture and were very taken in 

by the honesty and simplicity 

of this Krishnamurti school. I 

remember sitting with Surya by 

the Pavilion and asked him about 

his thoughts/ feelings going through 

his mind. After voicing some of the 

positives and fears of moving to a new school, 

he said “my heart says to stay in the Bay Area (because 

of my friends) but my gut says to come to this school”! 

I was stunned at the depth of his observation in himself 

and that he was able to articulate it so succinctly. I 

told my husband about this and we both knew at that 

time that this would be the right choice for him/us and 

The more you know yourself, the more clarity 
there is. Self-knowledge has no end - you don’t 
come to an achievement, you don’t come to a 
conclusion. It is an endless river.” - K“ applied to the school. Suffice to say, when 

Surya got accepted, we moved our lives, left 

all that was familiar and safe to us, and moved 

to Ojai. 

They say (I don’t know who) that nothing 

good in life comes easy. We went through our 

struggles of moving, change of jobs, finding a 

home in Ojai, saying goodbyes to friends and I 

can say a year later that it has been completely 

worth it. Surya was welcomed, embraced by 

the class, teachers and school alike, and made 

connections with kids that I know will last a 

lifetime. The growth of the mind, the ease of 

the heart and the happiness of learning in a relaxed environment is reflected on Surya on most days after school. 

One day, in the middle of the year, he said “I did not realize I was so stressed at Independent (his previous 

school) until I realized I wasn’t feeling the stress anymore”. When asked how he would describe the stress, he 

said that he felt the class energy was less about strict rules and more focused on learning and creativity. Every 

child goes through their own struggles (education, social relationship dynamics and peer pressure) in school 

irrespective of the greatness of the school but to hear that he was not stressed, my husband and I thought 

this was absolutely worth all the sacrifices we made as a family.

I realized after I moved to Ojai that the convention theme of many years ago, “where YOU are, love is 

not” would circle back as a theme of being more present and aware of one’s own self in the world of 

relationships. And that we as a family would get an opportunity to be in an environment to explore that self 

and be able to reflect and grow. 

Oak Grove embraced us, reminded me that there are schools in this world that breed a culture of integrity, 

kindness, honesty, authenticity and most of all genuine empathy towards fellow human beings. My family and I 

are grateful for this wonderful experience of the Oak Grove school/community and look forward to the exciting 

years ahead in Surya’s experiences at the school.

Warmly,

Deepa Pulipati

Theosophical Society, Adyar, India, in 1890.

1211



Meredy Benson-Rice, Director of Teaching & Learning

In my role as Director of Teaching & Learning at Oak Grove School, I 
strive to support all teachers, both new and veteran, in their efforts 
toward continuous learning and growth, which inevitably means 

risk-taking.  In an era where we have become increasingly aware that 
students learn more from making mistakes than by getting things right, 
teachers are called upon to model a courageous attitude toward their own 
learning.  This is not easy!  Teachers have historically resided on an elevat-
ed platform of “knowing all” where students see their teachers as being 
beyond mistakes, or teachers are afraid to be vulnerable in front of admin-
istrators, but some of the best teaching comes out of a teacher’s willing-
ness to try new things, experiment, fail, and try again.  For that reason, my 
particular role is intended to be one of “supporter and coach” as opposed 
to evaluator.  Teachers are free to share their struggles and ask for help.  
New teachers in particular are supported and nurtured through their first 
years at the school.

In addition to personal goals, each year we land on a particular “theme” 
that guides all of our teachers, preschool through high school, to take 
on an additional challenge in their teaching.  This last year we chose the 
theme of “connections”.  Teachers were tasked to consider some idea or 
enhancement or project that would ultimately create stronger or deeper 
connections between any constituency or element within the world of their 
teaching.  Given the high level of creativity amongst our faculty, it’s not 
surprising that ideas and projects were amazingly diverse. One elementary 
teacher chose to focus on creating a deeper connection between con-
sumer practices and the global issue of over-generation of garbage.  

Safety meeting with director of the elementery school Ron Schindel
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Students researched garbage, recycling efforts, and 
composting, which resulted in an all school assembly to 
educate students on the practices of reduce, reuse, and 
recycle, as well as a student-led initiative to improve how 
we collected food scraps during snack breaks so they 
could be composted.  Another teacher focused on increas-
ing connections between the parent body and the school 
by developing a full year of parent education evenings on 
topics of concern and interest to parents of secondary age 
students.  Yet another teacher chose to increase connec-
tions between the students in her classroom by creating 
“friendship breaks” where students spent fifteen minutes 
playing with students they didn’t normally connect with.  
Several teachers created projects that connected young-
er students to older students along subject areas such 
as joint Spanish or Science projects as well as multi-age 
group sing-a-longs.  Finally, some teachers focused on the 
home-school connections (work at school, work at home) 
or how to deepen students’ personal connections to the 
subject being explored.

When we come to share with each other how these plans 
and projects have turned out, many teachers talk about 
their joy in having tried something new or different; many 
also recognize how they might improve the project in the 
future based on mistakes made, and others recognize that 
the project did not produce the outcomes they had hoped 
for but they still learned from the experience.  In other 
words, no matter the outcome, the learning was worth it.

These may seem like “low risk” risks, but building a cul-
ture where risk-taking and mistake-making is encouraged, 
appreciated, and honored begins with these small steps.  
When teachers are unafraid to try new strategies and 
approaches, their teaching remains fresh and dynamic and 
often much more daring risks suddenly seem possible.  
Likewise, when students see teachers modeling these be-
haviours, it encourages them to be more bold in their own 
learning.  As one young student commented, “Sometimes 
my teacher will say something like, okay friends, I’m go-
ing to try something new today.  Let’s see if it works!  And 
that makes me feel like I can try something new too and 
it doesn’t have to be perfect. We are told all the time that 
making mistakes is making our brain grow!”

Explaining the concept of growth mindset, Carole Dweck 
says 

“In a growth mindset, people believe that 
their most basic abilities can be developed 
through dedication and hard work - brains 
and talent are just the starting point.  
This view creates a love of learning and 
a resilience that is essential for great 
accomplishment.”  

While Dweck is primarily focusing on student learning 
and growth, the concept equally pertains to teachers.  

Over the years Oak Grove has provided a safe environ-
ment for our teachers to experiment, learn and grow and 
this has resulted in many bold and innovative changes 
to our curricula and protocols. To name a few: all school 
showcase (where every class presents a signature proj-
ect), mini-projects (where the schedule is thrown out for 
two weeks and students group according to interest), 
student-led conferences (where students are placed in 
charge of the parent-teacher conference), mindfulness 
classes for students at all grade levels, gateway exhibi-
tions (where students present their growth as learners 
through the lens of the arts of living and learning to an 
authentic audience), the pathless project (a self-directed 
senior project), the implementation of argument-driven 
inquiry in science classrooms (an innovative approach to 
science labs), and “number talks” (short mental math ex-
periences that get students thinking about multiple ways 
to approach mathematical problems).  As we close out 
this academic year, I hear teachers discussing possibili-
ties for next year:  a year-long personal choice project for 
eighth graders, more self-directed learning opportunities 
in high school English, and schedule changes to allow for 
more open inquiry time. Oak Grove teachers again and 
again demonstrate their supreme capacity for growth and 
learning.  

Teaching and learning can be a risky business, indeed 
should be a risky business; all the more reason to create 
a supportive culture where we celebrate both our suc-
cesses and our failures. Our all-staff back-to-school meeting at the KFA coincided with a full solar eclipse.
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“And this school here, we have been discussing with the 

teachers, with the parents, and with 

the architects for the last two years. This school is entirely different from the other schools in India and 

England. Here the parents are involved in it, which is a new kind of experiment because if the children are 

going to be different then parents must also be different, otherwise there is a contradiction between the 

child and the parents, and there will be conflict between them. So to avoid all that we thought it would be 

right that the parents as well as the teachers and the students work together as a family unit.” 

Implementing a Program of Parent Education in the Secondary School
Will Hornblower, History Instructor

Does the community of parents, teachers, students “work together 

as a family unit?” This is an excellent question to ask when evalu-

ating whether the school is achieving Krishnamurti’s goals. In the 

early childhood and early elementary programs, the structure of the 

school day lends itself to the parent-teacher connection as parents 

are frequently in the classrooms and interacting with the teachers. 

Teachers are consulted about issues going on in the home and par-

ents are consulted about issues at school. Ample volunteer oppor-

tunities exist to keep parents connected to campus life. Students at 

this age eagerly share information about their home and school life 

to adults. The social triangle between parent, teacher, and student 

is healthy and strong.

    

As students at the school get older, they continue to have strong 

relationships with their teachers but the parent-teacher connection 

is diminished. Part of this is a natural function of a child’s desire for 

independence and autonomy. However, the diminished connection 

is also due to a lack of opportunities for parents and teachers to 

build relationship and connection. To this end, we decided to create 

a parent education program in the secondary school. 

    

To build a parent education program in the secondary school, we 

started by articulating the goals of the program. After consultation 

with parents, board members, and staff, a curriculum and structure 

for the program emerged. We took a two-pronged approach. First, 

the program was designed to support parents in raising teenagers 

through workshops on adolescent development, communication 

strategies, college readiness, and harm prevention. In addition, 

the program would emphasize building relationships and support 

networks between parents, teachers and community members. 

   

 To achieve the first goal, we created a curriculum that addressed 

the areas where parents felt they needed the most support. The 

curriculum spans multiple years so that parents won’t receive the 

same classes year after year.  The first year included classes on 

organizational strategies, appropriate parent interventions, elec-

tronics addiction, and preparing students for college. We also 

brought in outside speakers to talk about safe driving, sexuality, 

and substance abuse.

For the second goal of building relationships and networks, 

we intentionally designed our workshops to include unstruc-

tured social time. For the first fifteen minutes of the workshop, 

parents, and teachers gather around a buffet of snacks and 

drinks. As parents and staff enjoy their tea and cookies, they 

have an opportunity to informally interact with each other. Often, 

a prompt is displayed on the projector with a question to help 

jumpstart conversations. Typically, these conversations revolve 

around shared childhood experiences, generational shifts in 

thinking, and the changing landscape of adolescence. The 

social time helps to break down the barriers between staff and 

parents by allowing time for authentic interaction. 

After the first year, we can say with certainty that the 

program has helped to strengthen the triangular connection 

between parent, student, and teacher. This year, we are 

building the program by increasing parent attendance and 

soliciting more community involvement in the program.  In 

addition, we are expanding the program to the elementary 

school. Parent education workshops are more frequent and 

targeted at different age levels depending on the content. 

We continue to invite engaging speakers to present on 

issues that are relevant to our community. Through the 

parent education initiative, we will make progress towards 

the vision of connection that Krishnamurti articulated when 

he founded the school. 

On February 11, 1974, the day the school was officially announced, Krishnamurti said:

October 2018 Parent Ed in Student Center 
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I first met Adam Klaus last year when he and his three children, Liliana, 
Bodhi, and Marcel, volunteered to help plant part of the meadow one 
Saturday morning. I apologized to him when I first met him and said 
“I’m afraid that there is only one other parent who could come today 
so we don’t have much help.” Adam seemed unconcerned and said 
that he and his children had moved from Colorado where they had had 
a permaculture farm. He explained that his children (6th, 5th and 3rd 
grades) could work as hard and fast as most adults. 

So indeed! Adam’s children proved not only to be extremely hard workers 
but very knowledgeable about soil ecology (identifying mycelium, 
nematodes, and other soil inhabitants) and could identify edible and 
beneficial ‘weeds’. I was impressed! After planting, we stood and chatted. 
I mentioned that we had used compost planting packets that contained 
mycorrhizal inoculants for the initial meadow planting. That’s when Adam 

told me that not only did he make his own compost inoculated with 
microbes, he also harvest microbes locally (site specific) and grew them 
up (like creating a yeast for sourdough bread) so that he could create 
yards of compost inoculated with locally harvested and grown microbes. 
I was almost speechless at this point but I knew that I needed to learn 
how to do this. Maybe I could create some of this compost for Oak Grove 
School in the future.

Many months and many conversations later, the microbial compost pile 
project at Oak Grove School has started. And it is thanks to the passion, 
dedication and exuberance of Adam Klaus, his children (who are as eager 
to help build a compost pile as they are to play soccer!) and one former 
parent/Board member (me) with an enormous curiosity for learning more 
about soil ecology and health.

compost planning with 
dad and wizard of dirt,  
Adam Klaus
by Cathleen Lynch 

Chair of Campus Planning Committee
Adam, Lilianna (7th), Marcel (4th), and Bodi (6th)

The goals of this project are to: 

1. Create compost inoculated with fungus collected from the Lost 
Meadow, located just beyond the lower playground on campus. This 
compost has been created and is currently ‘cooking’ for about one 
month. Additional compost piles will be created in the same manner as 
the initial compost.

2. Use the compost in the orchard across from the preschool play area 
to begin building soil with a healthier soil ecology. Most of this orchard 
has survived on benign neglect for years and the soil, according to 
Adam, is showing signs of very poor fertility. The plan is to apply the 
compost directly to the soil in the orchard in early fall and then cover 
the area with a very thick layer of mulch. The fungus in the compost will 
penetrate the soil and the process of creating a healthy soil microbe 
population will start. Apparently the soils in our areas tend to be high 
in bacteria but not fungi. This is the reason for harvesting, growing and 
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inoculating the compost with fungi.

3. Extend the drip irrigation system in the orchard to optimize tree health.

4. Identify trees that are in decline, remove them, and replant with trees that are optimal for our climate, rain 
pattern, and pest resistance. Oh! And produce fruit that is tasty!

5. Schedule a parent work day for planting new fruit trees using the microbial compost.

6. Create an educational arm to the project with the third grade class and high school environmental science 
class helping with the projects. 

7. Once we have had an opportunity to spread the compost in the orchard, we are imagining using the compost 
to enhance the health of trees on the campus that struggle due to soil compact. 

8. Share the project with people in our extended community. Invite classes from other schools as well as people 
and representative from the many various environmental organizations in our area.

Our goal is to create compost with soil healing properties. And to show our children that solutions to complex 
environmental problems can sometimes be found, literally, at (or more correctly under) our feet.

With deep gratitude and thanks to Adam and his family. Thank you for sharing your knowledge and passion  
with Oak Grove School!



We look back on the 2017-18 school year at Oak Grove as one marked by unexpected turbulence, including a massive forest 
fire in our community, causing school to be closed and families to evacuate their homes. Most recently, the separation and 
detention of families at our nation’s border pulls heart-wrenching compassion from adults who know that emotional safety 
experienced by children is at the core of their resilience and their capacity to thrive.

Because of our rapidly changing world we want our children to be as prepared 
as we can help them to be.

The foundation of human resilience lies in being consistently recognized and 
nurtured for who we are.  Children’s optimism and confidence to take risks 
begins in earliest childhood in the safe arms of loving, responsive adults.  Infants 
and toddlers who are held close, listened to and responded to, acknowledged 
and cherished, establish an essential foundation of trust that the world is a 
safe place.  This leads to children being comfortable with who they are.  And 
this leads to resilience, the capacity to recover quickly from difficulties and to 
rebound from unanticipated challenges, no matter how troubling.  Being resilient 
begins with being at home with ourselves. 
 
Resilience at home:   Many Oak Grove students begin as 3-year-olds in 
our Preschool program.  Before they arrive at Oak Grove, they have already 
experienced three years of conditioning unique to their family.  

What does resilience mean to a child as young as 3 years old?  It means being 
able to say goodbye to a parent without undue stress and trust new adults to 
keep them safe.  It means learning to recognize and regulate their emotions, 
express their needs, control their impulses, and move through uncomfortable 
conflicts without harming themselves or others, to resolutions that feel fair to 
them.  It means having the courage to take risks, having the confidence to try 
new things and learn from mistakes, bouncing back when they stumble.

Each child is unique.  The child who is fearful from birth will need different adult 
co-regulation than the child who doesn’t hesitate to leap into new experiences 
and new relationships.  Yet all children need to experience adults as their safe 
harbor before they can create their own sense of inner safety.
 

Resilience in Relationships at School 
 At Oak Grove we build on children’s secure, trusting 
family attachments as they take the next step into the 
wider world of school.    
 
Teachers create an environment which nurtures resil-
ience in children through allowing them to play freely 
and take reasonable risks.  When we see children 
struggling, we thoughtfully reframe the challenge and 
make sure that solutions and innovation are part of 
school culture.  Teachers facilitate learning how to 
change course to meet challenges, and they model 
helping others as a way of creating group coherence.   
 
With adult support, children develop healthy social/
emotional skills:  they learn to make friends, express 
anger in constructive ways, figure out peaceful 
resolutions to conflict, take care of someone who has 
been hurt, wait patiently, follow guidelines, and enjoy 
the company of others.  Like any skill, young children 
develop these abilities in small steps over time.
 
We know that children build physical strength and 
resilience through using their muscles, but it’s often 
more difficult for adults to allow them opportunities to 
build their “disappointment muscle” through expe-
riencing and overcoming obstacles.   As they find 
resilience within themselves, children begin to test it 
out in relationships to parents, siblings, teachers, and 
other children.  These strong, positive relationships 
help children develop trust, empathy, and compassion.  
Trust that the world is a safe place with responsive 
grown-ups gives children the courage to be vulnerable 
and take risks in a way that expands flexibility and 
optimism.
 
Resilience Through Play 
It takes pluck for children to run from the classroom 
porch all the way to the baby oak tree and back again.  
Kids make themselves vulnerable when they choose 
to ride on a tandem trike with another child or when 
they clamber up for “spider-swinging” with a friend.  
Holding onto the fire pole and choosing to let go with 
hands or legs when they want to slide down is some-
thing that takes courage and practice.  It takes some 
daring to dig a deep hole, lay boards over it, and try to 
stroll across it without falling in.  
 

Adrienne Hoskins, Early Childhood Specialist

2221



Watching other children navigate the monkey bars or write their name can feed 
disappointment that comes when some don’t yet know how.  Learning to share 
can make children vulnerable to rejection (“You can’t play here”) or feeling 
inadequate (“Your ball didn’t go down the chute”).  Balancing on a wobbly stump, 
leaping from boulder to boulder, can also bring the intoxicating feeling of mastering 
a new skill. 

Children at school may ride their bikes at high speed up and over a pile of dirt.  
They may use large rocks to grind and smash smaller rocks “to get out the crystals 
inside.”   They are asked to work through friendship conflicts verbally, rather than 
running away from them, using hurtful words, or having adults solve them.  At school 
they’re allowed to express a full range of emotions, including feeling mad or sad. 
 
For young children, it’s already a risk to join others in play, to try something new, to 
ask for what they want, to express their idea.  When allowed to hesitate and take 
missteps, children build essential capacities, like planning, solving problems, and 
regulating behavior.  All of these help children to adapt to adversity, to invent new 
solutions, and ultimately to thrive.  
 
Allowing Children to “Fail”
It’s challenging for adults to allow children to suffer setbacks, rejection, criticism, 
or simply the distress that comes when they don’t achieve what they’d hoped 
to.  Adults often jump in too quickly to rescue or intervene, which means that the 
opportunity to learn how to change direction and see “failure” as a form of helpful 
feedback can be lost.  When adults shield children from making their own mis-
takes, children are ultimately less likely to thrive than those whose adults encour-
age their autonomy in taking appropriate risks in the world.  
 
This doesn’t mean children should be left to confront every challenge on their own.  
Adults have a vital role to play in facilitating a sturdy sense in children that they are 
protected in the world.  A combination of consistent, warm relationships with the growth 
of adaptive skill building, forms the foundation for growing resilience in children.
 
Looking Toward Tomorrow
As parents and teachers, we have a natural impulse to protect children from 
struggle.  Our job is to keep them safe, which includes shielding them from undue 
harm, both physical and emotional.   To accomplish this, we help our children de-
velop the essential inner resources to assimilate and innovate through challenging 
experiences, whether it be skinned knees or family separations and stress, or even 
global crises.  
 
Resilience comes from the comfort and safety children feel within themselves. 
 
At Oak Grove we hope that each person, whether little or big, feels seen and heard 
and that these same families anchor our community with resilience, kindness and 
care for others, one connection at a time.
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Teacher Reflect ions

“After a school year at Oak Grove, I have to say that the most pronounced 
feeling is one of homecoming. I feel that I have found a school that shares my 
values and appreciates each individual (teacher, student, or staff member) as 
a whole. I love the commitment from my colleagues and their support of the 
international students. I think the biggest surprise I’ve had has been the cooper-
ation from all students when a moment of silence is called for. It is symptomatic 
of the students’ attitude toward the school and their teachers: respectful and 
appreciative.”

Nanci Sparks ESL

In my first year at Oak Grove I have found a community of learners for whom trust 
with each other is implicit. I have learned to be flexible and adaptive to a fluid 
and dynamic schedule and classroom. And finally, I have found myself with more 
questions than answers, which is an amazing place for a teacher to be. 

At the beginning of the year Oak Grove challenged me to develop relationships 
with parents to a deep level which is not required in public school and now it 
feels like a family reunion in my classroom  every morning because we are so 
much more comfortable with each other.  I feel like I’ve achieved a good balance 
between being confident in myself and respectful of parent concerns. I’ve loved 
being able to include so much play as public school did not allow much for this.  
It’s just been wonderful to immerse myself in the culture of the school knowing 
that this will lead to more comfort and confidence next year and beyond. I’ve very 
much appreciated all of the support that I’ve been given by staff and parents, and 
my students are so responsive!  They are eager to learn and wonderful to teach.  
This is a very supportive environment.  I’m an experienced teacher but I’ve been 
supported at so many other levels.  This is a special community where nurturing 
goes both ways - I can receive but I can also give. I’ve always dreamed of being 
able to live in a community where you really feel a part of it all and now I feel like 
my dream has come true. 

Aaron Gardner JUNIOR HIGH HUMANIT IES

Chris Elmore FIRST GRADE

NEW FACULTY IN 2017-18

Like most first years in a job, teaching at Oak Grove School 
has presented me with challenges, but also endless 
support and kindness from my colleagues and the fourth 
grade families.  This is a community that nurtures indi-
viduality and respect.  I have learned so much this year, 
much of it from the children, whose ideas and stories are 
a constant source of inspiration.  I’m looking forward to 
another year of personal and professional growth when I 
come back to OGS in the fall.

Louise Everett FOURTH GRADE

Professional Development 2017-18

• K-5 Foundational Reading Skills, California Reading & Literature Project: Early Literacy 
  
• How to Learn Math for Teachers, Jo Boaler, Stanford University, course 
 
• Mathematical Mindsets, Dr. Jo Boaler, Stanford University

• Responsive Classroom Course for Middle School Educators
 
• Ventura County Induction Program: Clear Credential
 
• Into the Wild: Middle School Capstone Projects 
professional development for implementation - Wildwood School, Los Angeles
 
• California History - Social Science Framework Rollout: PD for implementation - VCOE
 
• Think Like A Mathematician: PD for transformation in math education, VCOE
 
• High School teachers visited Brockwood Park for ten days, our sister school in London to 
delve deeply on how another K school approaches our purpose. 

• Two Early Childhood Program attended the North American Reggio Emilia Alliance 
(NAREA) Conference in Seattle with the particular focus on Inspired Practice Early Child-
hood and THE HUNDRED LANGUAGES

• Early elementary teachers attended an early literacy professional development titled: Transform-
ing Our Teaching Through Reading and Writing

• Eight teachers completed the Teaching Tolerance Workshop and Anti-bias  
Curriculum Workshop at the Museum of Tolerance In Los Angeles 

• Teachers attended the Everyday Problem Solving workshop at Wildwood School

• Relationship Building Workshop 

• All staff on a two-year certification process with First Aid/CPR and Mandated Reporting. 

“...a special community where  
nurturing goes both ways...”

“...feeling is one of homecoming.”

“...a community of learners for whom 
trust with each other is implicit.”

“... community that nurtures  
individuality and respect.”

2625



On June 6th, 2018, the Oak Grove community had the pleasure of witnessing the graduation ceremony for our Class of 2018. As is customary, all 
ten of this year’s graduates took to the podium to address the audience, sharing their reflections, insights, and experiences. The graduation ceremo-
ny and the accompanying speeches are one of the most looked-forward-to events of  the school year. Hearing the graduates’ thoughts and witness-
ing their composure before the audience truly reminds us of what it means to receive an Oak Grove education. 

As Director of the Secondary School, I was asked to give a brief introduction of the class as they came to the stage. I reflected on my four years with 
the group, and a word immediately came to mind that represented the group as a whole. That word was ‘family.’ This group of graduates considered 
themselves more a group of siblings than a group of classmates. They referred to each other as such, and they even had a titular ‘mother’ for the 
group: their advisor, Jennifer Thompson. Jennifer had also spent 13 years with many of the students as the mother of one graduate, Grace Story. 
This group’s laughter never ceased to fill our classrooms and hallways. They studied, inquired, traveled, laughed, and grew together during their 
time at Oak Grove, all while displaying a sense of humor and a level of joy that were such welcome elements to our daily happenings. 

An education at Oak Grove is an intimate education -- one that provides opportunity to create connections and understandings with both classmates 
and teachers that are rare in their depth and their significance in the world of secondary schools. This graduating class exemplified those connec-
tions. We hope that these bonds served them well. We also know that the kindness and the level of joy within each of them will be of service to both 
the colleges they attend and the world into which they venture. 

2018 eighth graders present ideas for their projects.

Russ Bowen, Director of the Secondary School Program

2827



“While one is young is the time to investigate, to experiment with 
everything. The school should help its young people to discover their 
vocations and responsibilities, and not merely cram their minds with 
facts and technical knowledge; it should be the soil in which they can 
grow without fear, happily and integrally.” − K

4th Grade Camping Memories 2018 
A Poem Titled: “Only at Montano de Oro"
Only at Montano de Oro... 
Will I ride my bike like the wind
Will I let a sea anemone suck on my finger
Will I eat s’mores around the campfire with my 4th grade friends
Will I hike for three hours
Will I goof off with my friends at the tide pools
Will I see a peacock
Will I feel as strong as a bear, sneaky as a fox and brave as a wolf
Will I play with every kid in my class
Will I make an aquarium with classmates
Will I tell scary stories in my tent with my friends
Will I play flashlight tag 
Will I get raccoon prints all over my bathing suit and and towel
Will I be brave and scare raccoons away from my backpack at night 
Will I make funny noises with my tent  
Will I eat good food
Will I watch and hear giant waves crash on the shore

Fourth grade students:  Harper, Rose Gold, River, Karthik, Isla, Chloe, Grace, Z, Quinn, Forrest, Bella, Allie, Genevieve, Elliot, Angelo, Savannah

Tenth Grade Camping, 

Northern California’s Lost Coast
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Ashton MacSaylor, English Instructor

Jennifer Thompson has been the full-time math teacher here at Oak Grove 

High School since 2008, but this year she will be transitioning into a new 

phase of her career with us. For the 2018-2019 school year, she is stepping 

out of the math classroom into a part-time role as soccer coach, college 

counselor, and all-around awesome one-woman support team.

    

Jennifer has been involved with Oak Grove for thirteen years, ever since 

her daughter Grace enrolled in the kindergarten in 2005. With a degree in 

## and previous teaching experience, her involvement increased over the 

next few years as she moved from parent to volunteer to Junior High Math 

Specialist until, in 2008, she accepted a position as the full-time math 

teacher in the High School.

Speaking of those early years, Jennifer recalls that the school had a looser, wilder feel than it does today, with meetings that ran on 

indefinitely without any agenda, student couples sitting in each others’ laps during class, and student music filling the air at all times 

of day. The academics, she recalls, were as strong then as they are now, but over time consecutive directors have tightened the 

administrative procedures.

    

Jennifer was a formative administrator. In 2011 she stepped up as Director of the Secondary School. She worked with Willem Zwart (who had 

originally come to Oak Grove the same year she did!) to improve the documentation of every aspect of the high school’s functioning. Being 

Director was challenging but also rewarding, as she had the chance to shape the growth of the high school. 

   

 Personal life circumstances drove her to step down as Director in 2016, after a serious episode with cancer took her out of school for months. 

While recovering, she wanted to focus more on her family and her health, and so she relinquished the extra duties of being Director.

    

Today, she states that Oak Grove looks different than when she began, but the intentions that drive the school remain the same. The trips are 

stronger, the advisory program has come a long way, and many improvements can be seen to the campus grounds.

    

After twelve years, she has become like a second mother to many students who spend so much of their lives here. Asked if she has a goodbye 

message to give to them, she answered with a smile, “No, because I’m not leaving. This is not goodbye.”

Jennifer Thompson

Student newspaper
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Last October my wife Molly and I went to listen to Elizabeth Gilbert (author of “Eat, Pray, Love”) 

speak in Santa Barbara.  She shared a treasure chest of interesting stories, but the one line that 

resonated the most was “interesting people are interested.”  It reminded me of the time I asked 

Oak Grove School (OGS) parent Stephen Cornwall why this school mattered and he calmly 

replied,  “Oak Grove creates interesting people.” 

Duke Stump 

“The man who understands himself seeks nothing, 

his mind is limitless, undesirous, and for such a 

mind the immeasurable can come into being”

- Krishnamurti / To Be Human

Candidly, our decision to enroll our daughters, Piper 

and Sydney, in Oak Grove School roughly seven 

years ago was a leap of faith.  At the time, we could 

not accurately articulate why we chose OGS other 

than it felt so right.  Our friends questioned our 

“unconventional” approach to education and yes, it 

was all somewhat foreign to what we had experienced 

thus far, but there seemed to be, as Krishnamurti 

shares, “beauty in not knowing.”

This past year I had the immense pleasure of coaching 

the OGS high school girls’ soccer team.  Our youngest 

daughter Sydney was a senior. Being present with her 

was a gift.  I also was able to experience the profound 

humanness that these young women exhibit on a daily 

basis. In my thirty years of professional life, coaching 

the girls’ team was without question the most 

rewarding experience I have had to date. Ironically, I 

set out to mentor them and unexpectedly they in return 

mentored me.  All different, all unique, all curious…

and yes, all quite interesting.  

Like most parents, we simply wanted to create the 

conditions for our children to flourish.  To be strong 

and independent young women who had an insatiable 

thirst for curiosity, compassion and empathy.   Hard to 

do in today’s world.  Amidst the voices of cynicism and 

judgment that seem to dominate our landscape, it has 

become a courageous act to love who you are.  And 

this is why we have an effortless love for OGS.  It is a 

place of unlearning.  A genius of place that seeks to 

quiet our cleverness in a way that we can see a new 

Sydney Duke, diploma in hand, Graduation 2018

aperture for the totality of life.  And this is why we have 

happily embraced supporting OGS…it is beautifully 

imperfect.  It cultivates interesting people who not only 

understand themselves, but actually have the courage 

to love themselves.  Said another way, it allows our 

children to be their effortless selves.  

Our daughters are now both off to college (Piper UBC 

’20 and Sydney UCLA ’22), and Molly and I embark 

on a new chapter of empty nesting (that was fast!).   

That said, we are so grateful for our collective OGS 

experience and extend deep gratitude to all of the staff 

and other parents who made our journey so bountiful.  

Most of all, thank you to all for re-affirming what it 

means to “be human.”

Namaste,

Duke 
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Emilie Del Signore graduated from Oak Grove High 
School in June 2017.  Having been accepted to Syracuse University to do a Bachelor 
of Fine Art in Studio Art, she applied for a deferment, allowing her to take a gap 
year for travel and adventure.  She began her journey in Oakland, CA participating 
in a month long art program at the California College of the Arts.  Initially nervous 
about being alone, she ended up making new friends from across the country.  Then, 
inspired by the Oak Grove Junior trip she had experienced, September found Emilie 
doing a two week solo road trip starting in Joshua Tree then onto the Southwest, 
exploring Grand Canyon, Zion, Arches, Mesa Verde and the Valley of Fire.  Emilie 
says that it was a challenge to be alone for that long but it also gave her incredible 
freedom and lots of time to think.  An experienced equestrian, Emilie then set off 
on a month long solo trip to Europe visiting Iceland, Scotland, and Ireland where 
she committed to riding horses at least once in each country.  “Traveling alone is 
sometimes scary,” says Emilie, “but the rewards are great because you can be so 
spontaneous.  At one point, I was   about  to board a train for London, and at the last 
minute went in the other direction, north, to explore a remote area of Scotland where 
some of my ancestors had come from.  I spent days walking alone in the forest 
there.  It was wonderful!”  Once back from Europe, Emilie headed for New York to 
participate in a Women’s Empowerment Workshop with over 2,000 women from all 
walks of life, which she found unbelievably inspiring.  Currently Emilie is back home 
working and saving up for her next big trip which begins in June.  She will be doing 
a 20 day horse trek through Mongolia.  “The horses have been roaming wild in the 
mountains all winter so they get a team of experienced riders to do a pre-season 
trek before the summer trekking season begins. You ride and camp the whole time 
and visit these remote Mongolian villages.”  I asked Emilie if she was nervous about 
the trip.  “Oh yes!  I’m both excited and scared, but I knew that if I didn’t grab 
this once in a lifetime opportunity, I might regret it.”  
Emilie completed her year long adventure with a month long trip to France before 
she began school in August.

Rukmini Callimachi attended Oak Grove School through 
8th grade, then Thacher School.  She graduated from Dartmouth College and Exeter 
College, Oxford with a masters in linguistics. Rukmini began her journalism career 
as a freelancer contributing to notable publications such as Time magazine before 
joining the Associated Press where for seven years, she reported out of Dakar Senegal 
as a West African correspondent. Rukmini joined The New York Times in 2014 as a 
foreign correspondent, covering Al Qaeda and Islamic extremism. She is a three-time 
Pulitzer Prize finalist, first in 2009 for her in-depth investigation of the exploitation 
of impoverished children in West and Central Africa, again in 2014 for her series of 
stories based on a cache of internal Qaeda documents she discovered in Mali and 
most recently in 2016.  Rukmini has also won many other awards including the McGill 
Medal for Joutrnalistic Courage, the Aurora Prize for Integrity in Journalism, the Polk 
Award, the Michael Kelly and the Sigma Delta Chi. Her fearless investigations 
of ISIS has resulted in the New York Times podcast “Caliphate”, a 
documentary audio series that follows Rukmini as she reports on the 
Islamic State and the fall of the Iraqi city of Mosul. Rukmini courageously journeys 
to the heart of the conflict to grapple with the most pressing questions about ISIS 
and to comprehend the power and global pull of the militant group. Rukmini has fond 
memories of Oak Grove School and visits whenever she is able to get back to Ojai. 

Snow Talifero attended Oak Grove from 1981 to 1992 and is now an Oak 
Grove parent; his daughter Tara  is in 7th grade.  After high school Snow worked for Patagonia then 
decided to travel around the world with his friend Jeff Wolfe, a fellow OGS alum.  They bought one way 
tickets around the world, Jeff going to South America first and Snow to Hawaii with a plan to meet in 
Australia and travel together to Indonesia, Thailand, India, Moscow, Paris, and London.  When Snow 
reached Australia, he got a message from Jeff that he’d returned home feeling homesick and Snow 
was faced with doing the rest of the trip alone.  “I was terrified, but committed to doing the trip,” Snow 
says then shows the tattoo he got in Australia.  “It’s the symbol for courage,” Snow says, “I was 20 
years old and feeling I needed some!” Jeff eventually joined him to complete the trip.  In 1999 a friend 
told Snow about an opportunity to join the fire service and Snow jumped at it.  He was attracted by 
the challenge, the opportunity to travel and work hard on a dedicated team.  It sounded adventurous.  
“Probably the scariest fire I’ve been in during my career was my very first shift, when we were literally 
running amway from a wall of fire toward our safe zone, but I was so naive I didn’t register the danger.  
Now I look back and realize what a close call it was.”  Asked about the Thomas Fire, Snow says “This 
picture of me was taken after the Thomas Fire. It’s me pointing to the new gray hairs that fire gave 
me.  I wasn’t afraid of the fire but there was a lot of stress worrying about friends and family, 
especially those that lost their homes. At those times, I try to focus on the job and what can be 

Rukmini courageously journeys to the heart of 

the conflict to grapple with the most pressing 

questions about ISIS and to comprehend the 

power and global pull of the militant group.
www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/podcasts

Alumni Spotlights

done. I think that’s partly from my time at Oak Grove. It was such a nurturing environment, I could relax into myself.  It really helped me become calm. 
I’m happy now to have my daughter here too experiencing the same environment I did.  She’s truly blossoming.”  
Asked about final thoughts around bravery and courage Snow advises, “Doing the thing that scares you is a good thing because you gain courage and 
confidence from doing that very scary thing. It’s how you grow.”
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Events
Like points on a map, annual events at Oak Grove 
School serve as a sort of beacon of relationship for the 
year. These are times for the entire community—students, 
staff, parents and the larger community— to come together. 
We play, raise funds, share our artistic, poetic, and musical 
work. Each event is a chance for us to celebrate our 
community, our school. 

Day of Reading
Day of Reading is an opportunity 
for our students to raise money 
for their school through the love of 
reading.

Video: vwww.youtube.com/watch?v=j0tkV0Fzp14 
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High School  
Graduation

The Arts
Musical concerts, art shows and walking galleries, poetry readings and 
slams, theatrical performances and sing-alongs give students the chance 
to share their creative endeavors.

Field Day
Through lateral groupings (“lizard groups”) we explore field activities 
including Peace Ball, Capture the Flag, and Relay Races which bring 
the whole school together, from the tiniest preschool kids through High 
School students, along with faculty and staff.

HS Graduation is a special moment in which we have the 
opportunity to hear directly from our seniors about their 
Oak Grove education and what they plan to carry with them 
into the world from here.
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Annual Tea
This unique fundraiser gives voice to 
the experience of being an Oak Grove 
student, alum, staff, and parent in an 
intimate setting, with a wholesome, 
organic, vegetarian breakfast made 
from scratch by our school chefs.
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Oak Grove’s biggest gift to our family has been learning that the true value 
of education lies not in studying the answers, but in the powerful process of 
asking the right questions.

Twelve-and-a-half years ago, Ben and I were newly-minted parents of our 
vivacious, inquisitive 18-month-old daughter, Martie. We were just getting 
to know Ventura, our new home, and we looked eagerly for opportunities to 
build our community and find new friends. 

Ben and I brought Martie to Oak Grove in 2005 and never looked back. The 
spirit of Oak Grove seeped into our bones. Oak Grove’s commitment to mul-
ticulturalism, global education, academic integrity, environmental steward-
ship and, most important, its commitment to raising the whole child aligned 
with our values. The campus was breathtakingly beautiful. The community 
was vibrant, fun, and engaged. Martie ran around the playground, chasing 
butterflies and meeting new friends, young and old. 

Martie began in Adrienne’s Toddler program where she was encouraged to 
think for herself, to ask all of her questions, and think critically about what 
the outcome might be. She moved through preschool, bathing babies in the 
water table and stomping through puddles in her ladybug galoshes looking 
for worms on rainy days. Ben and I always got big painty, sandy hugs at 
pickup. Martie had found the place where her insatiable curiosity was valued 
and fostered.

Soon the questions got very, very real. When Martie was two, Kyle and Evan, 
her twin brothers, were born at only 25 weeks gestation. They weighed a 

pound-and-a-half each, and were on full life support in the hospital 
for four months.  Their prognosis was grim, and despite the heroic 
efforts of the Community Memorial Hospital Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit, the statistics were not in their favor. Our questions then 
became:

Will they survive? Even if they do, will they ever have meaningful, 
productive lives? How will we survive as a family? What will this 
look like for Martie? How can we all get through this in one piece? 

The Oak Grove community came together for our family, jumping 
into the fray to ensure that Martie was well supported when Ben 
and I needed to be with Kyle and Evan. Teachers and staff made 
sure her questions were honored and that big feelings were held 
safely.

Thankfully, Kyle and Evan did come home. With the help of legions 
of occupational therapists, physical therapists, speech therapists, 
and early intervention specialists, not only did they grow, they be-
gan to thrive. When it was time to think about preschool, we asked 
the next question:

Is Oak Grove right for Kyle and Evan?

“To ask the ‘right’ question is far more important than to receive the answer. 

The solution of a problem lies in the understanding of the problem; 

the answer is not outside the problem, it is in the problem.” 

− Jiddu Krishnamurti, The Flight of the Eagle

The answer was a resounding yes. Oak Grove partnered with us to support 
our boys. While they were developing beautifully, their development was 
asynchronous and often delayed. The Oak Grove early childhood teachers 
partnered with the Ventura School District’s early interventionists to create a 
whole, integrated, comprehensive environment to support Kyle and Evan. Oak 
Grove opened its doors when Judy, the boys’ occupational therapist, wanted 
to observe them in a mainstream preschool program. 

Her feedback to us was, “I wish an Oak Grove education were available to 
all children, because this is how children learn. They are exactly where they 
need to be.”

Martie, Kyle, and Evan moved through the ranks of Kindergarten, then walked 
the beam to join the “big kids” on the elementary campus. Throughout their 
time in elementary school, they were always encouraged to ask all of the 
questions, explore different perspectives, identify and develop their gifts, and 
get support in the areas that needed extra help.  They were valued for their 
individuality. 

Kyle and Evan are developmentally all caught up. They have strong senses of 
individual self. They are different boys with different gifts and passions, and 
Oak Grove has given them the room to be boys, not just “the twins.” They 
have made friends in lots of different grades with their lizard groups, and they 
are comfortable interacting with adults and children.

Which brings us to the end of our Oak Grove journey, almost thirteen years 
after we first set foot on campus. We are confident that our children’s jour-
neys will be rich. We know this because Oak Grove taught Martie, Kyle, and 
Evan to know themselves, to trust themselves, and to seek the right ques-
tions. It is these gifts that we will all cherish for the rest of their lives.  

We are grateful. 

Banks Staples

“To understand life is to understand 
ourselves, and that is both the  
beginning and the end of education.” 
− Jiddu Krishnamurti, Education and the Significance of Life
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Krishnamurti Foundation of America

Have you ever sat very quietly with closed eyes and watched 
the movement of your own thinking? Have you watched 
your mind working - or rather, has your mind watched itself 
in operation, just to see what your thoughts are, what your 
feelings are, how you look at the trees, at the flowers, at the 
birds, at people, how you respond to a suggestion or react to 
a new idea? Have you ever done this? If you have not, you are 
missing a great deal. To know how one’s mind works is a basic 
purpose of education.

If you don’t know how your mind reacts, if your mind is not 
aware of its own activities, you will never find out what society 
is. You may read books on sociology, study social sciences, 

but if you don’t know how your own mind works you cannot 
actually understand what society is, because your mind is part 
of society; it is society. Your reactions, your beliefs, your going 
to the temple, the clothes you wear, the things you do and don’t 
do and what you think - society is made up of all this, it is the 
replica of what is going on in your own mind. So your mind 
is not apart from society, it is not distinct from your culture, 
from your religion, from your various class divisions, from the 
ambitions and conflicts of the many. All this is society, and you 
are part of it. There is no ‘you’ separate from society.

J. Krishnamurti
Quote from Think On These Things

Your Mind Is Not Apart From Society

The foundation is committed to creating opportunities for awakening understanding, sensitivity to the 
wholeness of life, and for understanding oneself and others – one mind at a time..

Now, just as they were spoken over 40 years ago, Krishnamurti’s timeless teachings resonate in the 
hearts and minds of people across the globe. It is the foundation’s mission to ensure that this wisdom 
continues to be accessible through our websites, outreach efforts, published books, study and retreat 
center, programs and dialogues.

Below are some examples of our programs and outreach activities. Please visit our website to learn 
more about them: kfa.org

Residential Student Program 
The intention of the program is above all, to allow for open 
exploration of all aspects of one’s life, with the ongoing potential of 
gaining insight into the nature of one’s life, the world, and the activity 
of human relationship. kfa.org/rsp

Teacher Education Program 
Starting with the questions that we grapple with in our daily lives as 
parents and educators, the program builds on the insights participants 
come to from their own deep looking and shared inquiry throughout 
the program. kfa.org/tep

Think on These Things 
The most popular Krishnamurti book, Think on These Things, is a series 
of talks and questions and answers with students and teachers from the 
Krishnamurti schools. This is a wonderful first book for readers.  
kfa.org/tott

The Immeasurable 

The Immeasurable is our blog for young people The intentioni is 
to inspire readers to question assumptions of the mind, offering 
opportunities to ask deep questions into common life themes which 
are superficially accepted. theimmeasurable.org

One Mind at a Time

Jacob Sluijter 
Executive Director
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Earned Income 
$3,931,664

Contributed Income 
$1,045,455

Other Investment Income 
$405,005

Unrestricted Donations 
$378,208

Restricted Donations 
$304,068

Grants 
$20,964

Bequests 
$342,214

TOTAL CONTRIBUTED INCOME 
$1,045,455

Earned Income Breakdown Contributed Income Breakdown

Tuition 
$3,363,060

Supplementary Fees 
$299,277

After School/Summer School 
$82,892

Misc. including Lunch Program 
$153,931

Other Income 
$32,503

Special Events 
$0

TOTAL EARNED INCOME 
$3,931,664

2017-2018 Income

1	

2	

Total Income 
$5,382,125

General and Administrative 
$3,256,736

Deferred Maintenance 
$167,032

Financial Aid 
$564,129

Program Expenses 
$373,438

Development, Marketing, Outreach 

$109,552

2017-2018 Expenses

Recently Completed  
Capital Improvements 
$480,000

Retained for Future Projects 
$431,236

TOTAL RESERVES 
$2,263,948

Reserves (including bequests)

Sub-Total Expenses 
$4,138,478

Total Expenses 
$5,382,125

Oak Grove is 
more than just 
a school, it’s 
another part of 
home.”

—student

“
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In keeping with the teachings of Krishnamurti, Oak 
Grove School supports an educational environment 
that fosters the “intrinsic motivation to learn” within 
our students. When it comes to fundraising, just as 
we want our children to be intrinsically motivated to 
learn, we want our donors to be intrinsically motivated 
to give.  For this reason, we resist naming buildings or 
scholarships after individual donors.  Other than this 
publication, we do not list our donors on newsletters 
or on our walls.  Interesting to note, however, is that 
even without public acknowledgement or ranking of 
individual donors, Oak Grove continues to surpass 
our fundraising goals year after year.

Oak Grove’s approach to fundraising is relationship-
based, meaning that it is grounded on authenticity, 
transparency, and equanimity. This does not mean 
that each staff person must have an actual intimate 
relationship with each donor. Rather, the organization 
and staff as a whole function from the perspective of 
a personal relationship with the donors as a whole. 
This perspective informs our communications, 
publications, and materials. Another name to call 
this is the “stone soup” approach to fundraising.  If 
everyone is intrinsically motivated to give what they 
can (some more than others), we will always have 
more than enough. 

This approach to fundraising is exactly how we are 
reaching out to engage our alumni. In the past year, 
this approach has begun to take root. Our alumni are 
giving in ways that reflect their interests and ability 
to contribute and their contributions are making a 
real difference for the school.  This year, more alums 
have made financial contributions to the school than 
ever before. Additionally, we have alums like Liza 
Shapiro (class of 2006) who is curating a 416-piece 
art collection that was recently bequeathed to the 
school.  Erik Huberman (class of 2007) is providing 
pro bono services through his company Hawke 
Media, including a new website that will launch in 
the 2017-18 school year. Kai Kirwin (2015), Molly 
Brolin (2006), and others visited the school this 
past year to share their post-Oak Grove experience 
with the current generation of Lizards. Lilly Walton 
(McDowell) is helping us to raise funds for our 
Children of Alumni Endowment.  Additionally, five of 
our alumni have returned to Oak Grove as teachers! 

As always, we are so grateful to all those donors 
who have contributed to the health and wellbeing 
of this beautiful school over the last year and all the 
years before.  Thank you!

The Development Team 
Jodi Grass, Meredy Benson Rice,  
Jacqueline Valle, Warren Petersen

a message from the

Development Team

a

Brian D. Abbott
Robert S. Abbott
Stafford Acher
Kelly & Tom Adams
Aera Energy LLC
The AG Educational Trust
The AG Educational Trust
Wendy Aglietti
Allan H. Aho
Jake Ainsworth
Samar Akhras & Robin Gangopadhya
Ann Alderson
Sarah & John Alderson
Sarah & John Alderson
Douglas Alex&er
Lee Ann Alldridge
Rebekah Altman
Amy & Shaun Callahan
Alison & Kent Andersson
Hemanth Annavarapu
Robert R. Antaki
Nagaraju Arakotaram
Gary & Colleen Archie
Gabriel & Jaymie Arquilevich
Linda C. Artiaga
Toni Aspin
Kathleen Assad
Lynn Augustin
Arthur Bailey
Chris Bailey
Joan Bailey
Sharon Bain
Harmohinder S. Bal
Mohan Balagopalan
Rajendra Bapat
Alben Barkley
Rachael & Griffin Barkley
Rachael & Griffin Barkley
Leonard Barone
Mike Barry
Menal Barwari
Nar Basnet
Dahlia Bates Torres
Jane Bates
Samir Bechara
Daniel Bejesky
Jim & Diane Bellomo
Scott Bellomo & Rachel Steimer
Alej&ra Benavides
Josette Benavides Tourres
Megan & Christine Bense

Meredy Benson Rice & Dennis Rice
Serra Benson
Bud Benzle
Nancy Berk
Joel & Jeanette Berkovitz
Joel & Jeanette Berkovitz
Robert & Patricia Berry
Ronald Bettencourt
Ramesh & Sharda Bh&ari
Bill Large
Charles Billante
Heather Bird
Chris Black
Katherine Black & Carlos Ramirez
Paige Black
Robin Black
John & Lori Blackmon
Jay Blaustein
Laura Block
Steven M. & Suzanne M. Borislow
John & Vicki Bortolussi
Dana & Ron Boutain
Russ Bowen
Jennifer K. Bowles
Diane Breedlove
Daniel & Victoria Breen
Peter Briedis
Johnson Britto
David Brown
Norman V. Bruner
Nghiep Bui
Gene Burke
Carsten Burmeister
Ron Burrus
Britt Bustamante & Kenny Purdy
Thomas G. Byrnes
Oona & Chad Caldwell
Brian Calvin & Siobhan McDevitt
Jerry & Linda Calvin
Cassius Calzini
Deborah L. Calzini
Jim Campbell
Alex&ra Lea Cantle
Christopher Cantle
Peter & Cindy Cantle
Tiana Capri & Curt Beyer
Jorge Carrillo & Leslie Lange
Heather Casanave
Lisa Casoni
Uldine & Fabien Castel
Kim Castro

Jean Caswell
Juanita & Joe Cervantes
Destiny Champion
Duane & Pamela Chan
Pratap Ch&ana
Mrs. Indira Ch&nani
Balaji Chandrashekar
Alan Chang
Anthony & Patricia Daly Chibbaro
Claire Chouinard & Matthew Stoecker
John V. Christianson & Marilyn L. Foote
Jill Clark
Burneta Clayton
Keith Clayton
Richard & Paula R. Clement
Edward Clift
Sara Cloud
William & Dianne Cody
Douglas Conklin
Cindy Convery
Laurie & Oliver Cornell
Rebecca Cornwell
Stephen & Clarissa Cornwell
Phoebe Cowen
Anthony Criscola
Cort Curtis
Terry Cyr
Shivani & Amit Dahanukar
Suzanne Dallman
Angela & Rich Daugherty
Leif Dautch
Robert M. Dautch & Elizabeth Pretzinger
Shashikala David
Alexis & Thomas Davis
John L. Davis & Sally J. Celatka
Robert Aubry Davis & Patricia Ann Brannan
Lauri & Jim Dawson
Debbie & Ted Marolf
J. Howard DeHoff
Paul Del Signore & Michele Murdoch
Girish Desai
Drs. Vinod & Sun&a Deshmukh
Elisa A. DeStefano
Carrie Devaney & Francisco Mazza
Nissim Dhoble
Kathleen Diermier
Dawn Dillon
Glenn W. Dismang
Raj & Veena Doddakashi
Sharan Doddakashi
John Dombek

2017/2018 Oak Grove School Donors
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Don & Lori Hall
Rodolfo Don
Rob & Jessica Donahue
Kenneth B. Dooley
Martha Drezin
Ryan Eagle
LeRoy Eakin
Mrs. Eakin
Michael Eckstein
Laurie Elliott
Anatolie Enachii
Stephen Eriksson
Louise Everett
Rebecca Fabos
Olga Fedeli
John & Caroline Ferrando
Brian Floyd
Lila & Dines Francese
Chris Frey
William Frey
Mark & Lynn Frost
Russell Gadd
Bailey Gaddis & Eric Cowen
Milind Gadre
Giles Galahad
David Garber
Rom Garnar
Vanessa Gates
Joseph P. Gaudino
Elfi Geigner-Mag
Melissa Gentzle
Jeff Gillen
Elizabeth Glasoe
David & Trupti Glaubman
Susan Glazebrook
Juan Pablo Godinez
Paul Goetz
Joanne Goldstein
Edward Gonzalez
Olga B. Gonzalez
Michael E. & Margaret Gorman
Kelly Graham
Jodi Grass & Kevin Doss
Ruby Grass-Doss
Richard L. Graves
David M. Greene
Robin & Danny Greenspun
Alisa Greenstate

Gretchen & David Black
Elsa Gudmundsdottir & Tryggvi Sigurdsson
Katherine & Brooks Guyer
Francisco Guzman
Charles E. Hackwith, Jr.
Elizabeth & Jeremy Haffner
Robin Haffner
Hamsa Dance
Daniel Hannaby
Tegan Hannah & Aaron Gardner
Gordon & Terry Hanusek
Olivia Hardley
Holly & Terry Harman
Kim Harmon
Dhyana Harrington
H. Reed Harris
Gary Hart & Sonya McNaul
Matthew A. Hately & Tanya M. Staples
Peter Hay & Dorothea Atwater
Heather Haynes & Ty Ybaben
Jim & Anne Haynes
Sarah Haynes
Leah Hecker & Christoph Schrewe
Joanna Hendrix
Jane Henry
Petal Henry
Bobby J. Henson
Maria Hern&ez
Elizabeth Herring
Greg & Penny Herring
Wallace & Susan Herring
Karen Hesli & Jeff Welch
Anna Hicks
Scott Hill & Ragnhild Gatu
Allan H. & Susan Hodgson
Bettina Hohner
Robin Holcombe
Rebecca Holler
David Honl
Mark Hoose
Jonathan Hornblower
Will & Kaitlyn Hornblower
David Horne
John H. Hosfield, Jr.
Deborah Howard-Page
Lawren Howell & Kristopher Moller
Stevie Howell
Pamela M. Hoxsey

Peter Hu
Erik Huberman
Nikolette Huberman
Robert & Caroline Huey
Laura Hughart-Crutchfield & Dave Hughart
Marie Joie Hughes
Kari Hunt
Carole Ivy
Rajesh Iyer
Jessie A. Jackson
John W. Jaeger
John W. Jaeger
Oscar Jamarillo
Raja M. Jambhekar
James & Martha Bowen
Michelle James
Joseph Janka
Joseph A. Jansen & Beverly Schwagle-Jansen
Ravi Janumpally
Rajagopal & Sujatha Jeenagala
Megan Jelley
Dana Jenkins
Joyce M. Jenkins
Francisco Jimenez
Joanne & Douglas King
Antoinette Johnson
Devone Johnston
Richard Jordan
Resham Jotwani
Mark Jowell
Anna Julien
Sudarshan Gautam & Prathima Kalasbail
Dana & Dan Kann
John Karevoll & Kari M. Enge
William J. & Lydia Karkut
Geoffrey Karlson
Dillon Kastner
Jeff Keeler
Jennifer & Joel Keeler
Kristen Keeler
Paula Keeler
Richard & Carole Keller
Mary & Sean Kelley
Hina Khader
Jean Kilmurray
Daniel L. & Debra Kilpatrick
James Y.P. King
Kim Klein
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Theodore & Nancy H. Kneupper
Simon Knights
Rao Kocharlakota
Suresh & Sailaja Kolachalam
Kate Komaiko
Jamie Kosky
Kelly Kosta
Shepard Kowalski
Neil Kreitman
Venkataram Krishnier
Anil Kumar
Saratha Kumudini & Matthijs Tollenaar
Santosh Kushwaha
Lawrence C. LaFevre
Ram Saran Lal & Alanna Roberts Lal
James A. Lapierre
Dianne & Rob Large
Mary Large
Emma & Ryan Larkan
Sheila Larkan
Jim Larsen
Steven Larsen
Am&a Layne
Joyce Layne
Evelyn Le&ro
Ken & Carol Le&ro
Kasia & R&y Leavitt
Cansada Lee
Dr. N&ini M Lee
William Lee
Gary Leimer
David Lewit
Sonja Lindstrom
Linnea Beedy & Tucker Alvis
Dottie Loebl
Laura & Jeffrey Loebl
Lola Long
Taryn Longo & David Wagner
Kelli Loughman
Gunnar Lovelace
Qi Cao & Binjun Lu
Pawel & Bayley Lutomski
Cathleen Lynch & Kevin Reed
David Lynch & Heather McDougle
Beth & Greg Lyons
Melissa & Andrew MacCalla
Boguslaw Malecki
Iyengar Malini

Philip N. & Allison M. Maltese
James W. & Laurie M. Mann
Chris Mansell
John M. Marchi
Cheryl Marino & Jesse Casso
Mary Jo Marino
Aleta Marquez
Susan Martin
Sanders Marvin
Jane Mathews
Kelley Mays
Barbara May-S&ers
Edmund G. McCurtain
Annette McDaniels
Barbara McDougle
Cindy & Terry McGill
Nancy P. Megas
Krishen & Geeta Mehta
Suresh & Sudha S. Mehta
Stuart Meiklejohn
Sanjay Menon
Paul M. Menzio
Karon Mettler
Alicia & Jeremy Meyer
Donald & Cynthia Miller
David Milton
Errol & Carole Milton
Melissa Mimms
Joel B. Mintz
Paul & Margaret Mistele
Michal Mitchell
Silas Weir Mitchell
Silas Weir Mitchell
Diane Moller
John Moller
Monimos Foundation
Michael Montano & Tanya Smith-Montano
Katy Montgomery
William H. Montgomery
Cesar Moreno
Robin Mori Soe
Ronald D. Morrison
Seamus Morrison
Paul Moser
Eliza & William Moses
Marilyn Mosley
Nancy Mulholl&
Michael Muller & Adrienne Hoskins

Stephen E. & Martha Mullis
Sunnie Murphy
Tom & Nicole Murphy
Ranga Nalla
Mohammad A. Namvar
Melissa Navarro & Julien Griffault
Phuong Nguyen
Simone Noble
John Nocas
Oak Grove School Anonymous
Anthony & Angela Ocone
Anthony & Angela Ocone
Sean O’Connor & Maria Stephens
Terrance O’Connor & Kathy Franklin
Kirti Odedra
OHI Home, LLC
Jill Ann Olivares
Jock Olney
Carolyn Olsen
Nancy Opitz Simms & Terry Simms
Rocky O’Rozco
Theresa Ortega-Simpson & Melvin Simpson
Philip Ortiz
Mar Oscategui
Anna & Scott Oster
Jeff & Liz Otterbein
Sarah Otterstrom & Rick Rutherford
Deena & Bruce Pace
Hemant & Ann Parekh
Brittany & Brandon Parish
Patagonia
Kavita & Nilesh Patel
Shashikant & Maya S. Patel
Vera Pavlovich
David & Cheryl Pease
Benjamin Pecht & Banks Staples
Li Pei & Duoyin Shen
Hara Peruri
Vladimir & Bonnie J. Pesko
Jeffrey Peterson
Court Petrie
Debra Petrie
Tien Pham, M.D.
Charles W. Philp
Christa Piantadosi
Anne & Gary Pickering
Jeffrey Pickering
Demetra Pittman

2017/2018 Oak Grove School Donors
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Amy & Nic Pizzolatto
David E. & Sandra Post
Joseph & Georgia Pozycinski
Caitlin Praetorius
Mithlesh Prakash
GURU PRASAD
Bill Prather
Ruth A. Przyborowski
Deepa & Vasudev Pulipati
Sadhika Puri
Bo & Kamala Qal&ar
Joseph Raiola
Vasant Ramabadran
Sharad Ranjan
N&a G. Ravipati
Gene & Marcia A. Rector
Bruce & Marilyn Reichardt
Winston Richards
Dass & Peter Richardson
Jere & Faye Richardson
William Riddlespurger
Liesel & Craig Rigsby
Guus Rijnbeek
Robert & Diane Rutherford
Sydney Robertson
Tiffany Rochelle & Paul Hibler
David Rodriguez
Bill & Carolan Romey
Angelien I. Romeyn
Lisa & Paulo Rosas
Debra Rose & Peter McClurkin
Sharon & Bruce Rosenbaum
Shannon Ross
Barbara Rudd
Bernardo Rudoy
Erin Russ & Johnny Kreitman
Edward Ryan
Nancy Ryan
Ulhas Sabnis
Sackler Hunt Foundation
Ajay Sahgal
Ajay Sahgal
Marie Samson
Bonnie J. S&efur
Brittany Sanders & Robert Polidori
Chase & Katherine S&erson
Jon Sapp
Mark Sapp
Melissa & Jared Sapp

Terry Sapp
Victor Sargissian & Natasha Hillis
Saskia de Vries & David Trauberman
Jim Scattaregia
Norbert Schatz
John Schick
Liesa Schimmelpfennig
Joanna & Ron Schindel
Sam & Betty Schindel
Jon Schlobohm
Jeanne Schmitt
Tracey Schmitt
Leonard Schoenfeld & Gail Shufrin
Sara Schraeder
Mariana Schulze & Justin Huhn
Stephen Schwindt
Alicia Serfaty de Markus & David Markus
George & Brian Severson
Bimal Shah
Jagdish P. Shah
Anu Sharma
S. D. Shastri, M.D.
Mary Ann Shepard
Michael & Shael Shevchuk
Ryan Shields & Sarah Grunewald
Takashi Shimomura
Rosemary Shiolas
Karen Shipley
John Show
Jyoti Shrian
Jon & Christian Sidwell-Smith
Dmitri Siegel & Woodwyn Koons
Paul Siegel
Lewis Sims
Greg Sing
Kitty & Barry Sklaver
K
Arthur Sklut
Douglas Skokos
Frederick O. Smith
Niko Smith
Indra K. & Saroj Somani
Claudia Soto & Warren Petersen
Nanci Sparks
Hari Srinivasan
Benjamin Stathis
Yves St-Aubin
William T. Steacker
Robert & Patricia Steele

Mary Steenburgen & Ted Danson
Joan Stephens
Peter Stephens
Brad & Shawn Steward
Karen Stigler
Jake Stone
Randal Stone
Tiffany Stone & Myles Nestel
Maren Storvick
Jaime Strachan
Elizabeth Stump
Arthur J. Sturm
Aura Sullivan
Troy Sumrall
Murali Sundaram
Molly Supple & Duke Stump
Sue Supple
Roopa Surapur
Susan & David Henkel
Brody Swanner
Dan & Krista Swanner
Darcy Gray & Carole Sylvester-Gray
Rachel Tanck & Darris Lange
James Tarmy
Margaret Tarmy
Mark Tarmy
Moira & Henry Tarmy
Susan Tarmy
Miriam Tassone
Paul Tassone
David Tate
Joy Taylor
Sky Texier Hamilton
Amy Therrien & Vaikko Allen
Janice Thomas & Brian Stafford
Tim Thomas & Sarah Clark
Jennifer Thompson & &rew Story
Wayne P. Thompson
Alexandra Thorne
Diedra Tidwell
Nordegaard Tokai
Bernice Tom
Richard S. Tomberg
S&ra Torres & Christopher Bates
Benny Trinh
Elizabeth Tully
Thomas & Sara Turner
Anna Umar
Kiritkumar O. Upadhyay
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Chayo Ureno & Norman Clayton
Gilbert Ureno
Jacqueline Valle & Greg Romey
Willem & Meher Van Groenou
Narendranath Vasudev
Cristiana Vattuone & Derek Papa
Prashanth K&e Veera
Maria Vega
Yol&a Vega & Martin Tirado
Manohar Venkataraman
Harsh Venkataramania
Ventura County Community Foundation
Lazaro Versalles
Shashank Vinchurkar
Charrie Wagner
Foster N. Walker
Elizabeth Wallace
Glen & Patricia Walmsley
Patricia Waltcher
Adelaide Walton
Dick Walton

Kendall Walton
Lilly & Charlie Walton
Howard Ward
Dick Warshaw
Mark Warshaw & Tracy Bellomo-
Warshaw
Guy & Leone Webster
Travis Weedon
Jerome H. Weinberger
Rena Weisberg
David Welborn & Ann Hunter-Welborn
Emily Welborn
Jessica & Br&t Welborn
Sarah & Jeff White
Barbara Wicker
William Wildberger
Jacqueline Wilde
Justin Williams
Kelli Williams
Michael Wilson
Tony Winecoff & Nina Toumanoff

Jennifer & Eric Wing
Susan Wolstencroft
Sarah M. Woodward
Anna Woollis
Steve Worden
Donald & Joanne Worsley
Trina Wyatt & Sasha Vishdehi
Uday & Anuradha Yadav
Marcelo Campuzano Yaluk
Yun H. Yi
Jooyon Yoo
Petrina J. York
David & Samantha Zahringer
Qingfeng Zeng
Shu Zhou & Yi Li
Cynthia Zimmerman
Gina Zimmerman & Frank Anderson
Karly Zimmerman
Willem Zwart

2017/2018 Oak Grove School Donors
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ofCircle
Friends

Extraordinary Life

2017– 2018

Brian D. Abbott
Stafford Acher
The AG Educational Trust
Chris Bailey
Rachael & Griffin Barkley
Meredy Benson Rice & Dennis Rice
Evelyne K. Blau
Megan & Christine Bense
Dana & Ron Boutain
Daniel & Victoria Breen
Brian Calvin & Siobhan McDevitt
Stephen & Clarissa Cornwell
Robert M. Dautch & Elizabeth 
Pretzinger
Alexis & Thomas Davis
Paul Del Signore & Michele Murdoch
Raj & Veena Doddakashi
Lila & Dines Francese
Mark & Lynn Frost
David & Trupti Glaubman
Jodi Grass & Kevin Doss
Gordon & Terry Hanusek
Trudy Happ-Frohlich
Trish & Kent Hardley
Greg & Penny Herring
Karen Hesli & Jeff Welch

Lawren Howell & Kristopher Moller
Erik Huberman
Rajagopal & Sujatha Jeenagala
Daniel L. & Debra Kilpatrick
James Y.P. King
Ken & Carol Leandro
Mark & Asha Lee
Dottie Loebl
Laura & Jeffrey Loebl
Taryn Longo & David Wagner
Cathleen Lynch & Kevin Reed
David Lynch & Heather McDougle
John M. Marchi
Sanders Marvin
Jane Mathews
Edmund G. McCurtain
Barbara McDougle
Stuart Meiklejohn
Michael Montano & Tanya Smith-Montano
Ronald D. Morrison
Anthony & Angela Ocone
OHI Home, LLC
Theresa Ortega-Simpson & Melvin Simpson
Anna & Scott Oster
Patagonia
Benjamin Pecht & Banks Staples

Bill Prather
Deepa & Vasudev Pulipati
Tiffany Rochelle & Paul Hibler
Erin Russ & Johnny Kreitman
Ajay Sahgal
Saskia de Vries & David Trauberman
Simone Scharff
Jeanne Schmitt
Claudia Soto & Warren Petersen
Mary Steenburgen & Ted Danson
Tiffany Stone & Myles Nestel
Molly Supple & Duke Stump
Janice Thomas & Brian Stafford
Jennifer Thompson & Andrew Story
Jacqueline Valle & Greg Romey
Yolanda Vega & Martin Tirado
Patricia Waltcher
Lilly & Charlie Walton
Mark Warshaw & Tracy Bellomo-Warshaw
Guy & Leone Webster
Kelli Williams
Trina Wyatt & Sasha Vishdehi
Uday & Anuradha Yadav
David & Samantha Zahringer
Willem Zwart

The Extraordinary Circle of Friends is a group of multi-year donors who have pledged to donate $1,000 or 
more for five consecutive years. We are grateful for the strength this group is bringing to Oak Grove School.

Development Contacts
Jodi Grass | jodigrass@oakgroveschool.org

Melissa Navarro | melissa@kfa.org

Jacqueline Valle | jacqelinevalle@oakgroveschool.org

Meredy Benson Rice | alumni@oakgroveschool.org

Warren Petersen | warrenpetersen@oakgroveschool.org

The Mission of Oak Grove School
The mission of Oak Grove School is to assist students in developing those qualities 
of mind, heart, and body that will enable them to function with excellence, care and 
responsibility in the modern world. In addition, it is the intention of the school to offer a 
place where the whole community can inquire together into the perennial questions of 
humankind and explore an approach to life that is whole, mindful, and intelligent.

Harvest Party 2017, Parent Council Fundraiser
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It is understandable if some might perceive that a small independent school might survive on its tuition alone 
but this perception is nowhere near the reality.  A school must set its tuition both according to the market-
place and to what its parents might afford to pay. The real costs of operating the school are significantly high-
er and they are met through the generosity and partnership of friends and donors.  These costs are met by 
many parents who find themselves able to support the school beyond the set tuition. In addition, the financial 
challenges are met by faculty and staff donations, along with families who have been awarded financial aid…
in other words, those in the community who can least afford to give, yet do so out of gratitude and personal 
values of obligation.  Oak Grove School is also supported by the generosity and appreciation of alumni donors 
who, as their lives unfold, realize and reflect on the gifts of an Oak Grove education and wish to give those 
gifts to others.  Yet by and large, Oak Grove School is supported beyond tuition by our broad circle of friends, 
influenced by Krishnamurti’s teachings, who believe in the mission of the school and wish to make a differ-
ence in the world by promoting what Krishnamurti might call Education for Sanity.

These donations come as gifts to the Annual Fund, support of special projects, support of scholarships, and 
bequests to sustain the school far beyond this year and into the future. 

In 2017-18 such support has taken the form of $378,208 of annual giving,  $304,068 of funding special 
needs and projects, $342,214 in bequest for endowment. Yet support of operations is only part of the picture.  
The school must not only survive year to year but constantly tend to a beautiful, yet aging, campus as well as 
expanding facilities to meet the needs of our program. 

A small independent school is a fragile endeavor. It is made secure by the love, confidence, and generosity of 
its friends – those who believe in the mission of the school, in the value of an education for wholeness, and 
in the difference their support might make and the good their gifts may achieve. The art of generosity lies in 
knowing one has the capacity to give, doing so without attachment.  It is realized by those who have taken to 
heart the words of Krishnamurti: 

“You need a generous mind, not only a wide mind that is full of space, but a heart that gives without thought, 
without motive, that does not seek any reward in return.”

Dennis Rice

You need a generous mind, not only a wide 
mind that is full of space, but a heart that gives 
without thought, without motive, that does not 
seek any reward in return.”    — K

“
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Dennis Rice, Earth Day Celebration, Libby ParkDennis Rice, Earth Day 2017, Libby Park

220 West Lomita Avenue | Ojai, California 93023 
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